TheS

MS Chronicle

ctober 2,009

Fub!ishcc{ monthly bg Sar\ta Fc Montcssori School, 1010 Solana Drivc, Solana Bcach, CA 92075, Phonc (858) 755-32%2
Wa]tcr Huebscher, Head of School

Nancq Salg;er, I:ounder

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday  Ice Cream Social—3:30 to 5:00 p.m. Friday MINIMUM DAY
Oct. 15 Elementary Oct. 23 11:30 & 11:45 Dismissals —All Levels
Friday PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT Thur. & Fri. PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
Oct. 16 DAY -SCHOOL CLOSED-No Classes Nov.5& 6 Day Care is available
Oct. 19-23 PICTURE WEEK Wednesday VETERAN’S DAY
Nov. 11 SCHOOL CLOSED-No Classes
Annual Report for New Additions to Our Website
2008—2009 Before the end of October, the SFMS website will

Our Development Director, Karen Berger, is pre-
paring our School’s 2008-2009 Annual Report,
which will soon be given to every family and staff
member at SFMS. It will have reports from the
Board of Directors, the Head of School, The Busi-
ness Manager, The Development Director and the
Parent Association President. It will include infor-
mation on the revenue and expenses for 08-09.

have a Parent Login option available so parents can
go to their child’s classroom page and read the lat-
est classroom newsletter, read the Parent Handbook
and even view photos taken in the classroom. If
you have a suggestion for what you would like to
see on your child’s classroom page please email
Jennifer@santafemontessori.org. Also new on our
website is the meet the Board Members page.

Classroom Teacher Day Date Time
Ms Estella—Rm 1 Thursday |October22 |10 am
Ms Soraya—Rm 2 Monday October 19 9 am
Ms Sibylle—Rm 3 Monday October 19 |10 am
Ms Shahin—Rm 4 Tuesday October 20 9 am
Ms Dawn—Rm 5 Tuesday October 20 |10 am

Ms Fibi—Jr I Wednesday | October 21 9 am

Ms Cathy—IJr 1 Wednesday | October 21 | 10 am

Ms Christine—JR II Thursday | October 22 9 am
Ms Maria—Toddler A Friday October 23 | 8:45 am
Ms Alejandra—Toddler B | Friday October 23 | 9:45 am

MORE NEWS ... Please see page 2 for our Annual Gala information, page 3 for a Positive Discipline
announcement, page 4 for the Parents’ Association News and pages 5, 6 & 7 for an article entitled, “Benefits
of Early Exposure to Two Languages” by SFMS parent, Alison Wishard Guerra, Ph.D., UCSD professor.




The SMFS Annual Gala
is Coming And
You Can Be a Part of it!

On May 15, 2010, our school will once again hold its annual gala
fundraiser event, our biggest fundraising and social event of the
year!

Last year’s gala was a tremendous success for the school, netting over
$50,000 for various projects and improvements. And we want to do it
all over again - and even better! So we need volunteers like you to make
it happen! There is plenty to do, from decorations and invitations, to so-
liciting for silent auction items and much, much more!

This year's gala committee is starting to build and is having its first
meeting on Wednesday, October 14th, at 1:30 pm in the elementary
building offices.

This will be a special meeting where you will be able to find out more
about the gala and its volunteer opportunities - and where we will intro-
duce you in person to our celebrity auctioneer, Sean Kelly
(www.thecharityauctioneer.com)!

Please join us and be part of the excitement - get involved in
this tremendous and fun filled event that benefits our school
and our children!

Anna Danes
Gala Chair

anna@zrginc.com
858-967-8090
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POSITIVE . .
niscirLine Family Education Center Classes

y will soon be held at

Santa Fe Montessori School

probl ing skills

\

yva 3 Nl

¢y ‘ Jane Nelsen, Ed.D.
I

Dr. Jane Nelsen author and co-author of the Positive Discipline series
has chosen our school to create a Family Education Center (FEC).

The FEC will provide a place for parents and teachers to spend two hours a month
learning Positive Discipline concepts, participating in an experiential activity to
"get into the child's world" and deepen your skills, and to participate in a
Parents Helping Parents Problem-Solving Steps process.

We'll save this process as a surprise, but can promise you'll love it.
The fee structure is being determined.

We would like your help in deciding the best time for the FEC Classes.

one evening a month from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.
Circle best day: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

one Saturday a month from 10:00 AM to Noon.

Please check one of the above and return this portion to Conny by Oct. 23rd
or email your preference to:

Jennifer@santafemontessori.org .
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Learn more about Positive Discipline:

Borrow a copy of POSITIVE DISCIPLINE from the schools Lending Library and/or
visit these websites:

http://positivediscipline.com

http://www.positivediscipline.org/

http://positivediscipline.ning.com/




SFMS-Parents’ Association News

October 2009

The Parents’ Association was thrilled to see many new faces as well as plenty of familiar ones at our
annual Parents’ Brunch. Thank you to all who attended. The energy and warmth were palpable and
we feel this will be one of SFMS’s best years yet.

Many thanks to all of you who offered sponsorship and signed up to volunteer for PA activities.
Members of the PA board will be contacting volunteers as events approach.

The Ice Cream Social is coming up on October 15.
It will be held after school from 3:30 to 5:00.
There will be jump houses, face painting, and of course ice cream.
Please join us--it will be fun for kids and parents alike.

SFMS founder, Nancy Sager, will be addressing the parent body on October 28 from 6:30 to 8:00.
She will be presenting a talk entitled, “The Next Best Place.” Don’t miss this opportunity to learn
more about the Montessori education your children are enjoying from a woman with a long history
of experience in and dedication to the Montessori Method.

Don’t forget our theme for the year:

STAY CONNECTED

You can always email the Parents’ Association at
sfmspa(@santafemontessori.org with any questions, comments, or ideas.

PA EVENTS CALENDAR

Welcome Back To School Ice Cream Social
Thursday, October 15, 2009
From 3:30pm-5pm.

“The Next Best Place” presented by Nancy Sager
Wednesday, October 28, 2009
From 6:30pm-8pm
® © ¢ © © o © o o © o o © o ©o © © o o o
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Benefits of Early Exposure to Two Languages

Prepared by Alison Wishard Guerra, Ph.D.
University of California, San Diego: Education Studies
August, 2009

Many children grow up hearing and speaking more than one language. In fact, some estimate that the vast
majority of the world’s population is exposed to multiple languages from an early age, with many becoming
fluently multilingual. Many parents, educators, and policy makers are interested in the benefits, primarily
cognitive, of being exposed to multiple languages from an early age. The following is a summary of current
research on early bilingual language development, with a focus on the cognitive benefits.

Key points from leading research on early bilingual language development
Bilingual children demonstrate the following cognitive benefits that are related to academic success:

Increased problem solving ability (cognitive flexibility)

Increased and ability to control behaviors and learn new habits (executive function)
Greater flexibility in learning new words

Increased activity in the area of the brain related to language development

Ability to transfer knowledge across content areas and languages

Increased meta-linguistic awareness

Socio-emotional and cultural benefits

How will exposure to a second language affect my child’s cognitive development?
Current research from a variety of fields suggests that early bilingualism may have positive effects on chil-
dren’s development. The following include the potential cognitive benefits:

Enhanced Cognitive flexibility: Cognitive flexibility, the ability to use available information in
the environment to broaden knowledge or understanding, is related to executive function, word
learning, knowledge transfer, and meta-linguistic awareness.

Executive function: Executive function, the child’s ability to control their behaviors and learn
new habits, is related to planning, organizational skills, and selective attention. Children learning
two or more languages learn how to switch back and forth between different sets of language
rules, ‘inhibiting’ or ‘ignoring’ certain information when functioning in one language or the
other. These children demonstrate higher levels of executive function overall than monolingual
children.

Word Learning: Bilingual children show greater flexibility in learning novel words, or additional
labels for previously known objects or actions. Monolingual children often have difficulty learn-
ing a new label for an object that already has a name. However, research among bilingual chil-
dren suggests that they demonstrate greater flexibility in novel word learning, having little trou-
ble learning a new label for an object that already has a name.

Knowledge Transfer: Bilingual children learn to transfer what they know in and about one lan-
guage to the other. Knowledge of two languages appears to increase children’s understanding of
early literacy skills (including phonemic awareness, decoding, and use words with similar roots
or background) as well as early mathematical skills (including one-to-one correspondence).




e Meta-linguistic awareness: Meta-linguistic awareness, the general awareness of the meaning and
structure of language, is heightened when the young brain learns to process information in two
languages. Being exposed to two different language inputs requires a greater amount of language
analysis by children, partly explaining the connection to greater cognitive flexibility, word learn-
ing, and knowledge transfer.

Are there other advantages of speaking two languages?

o Communication advantages may include wider communication networks, literacy in two lan-
guages, enhanced linguistic awareness

o Cultural advantages may include broader enculturation, a deeper level of multiculturalism, world
perspectives in two languages, greater tolerance and sensitivity to issues of language, culture and
race.

e Socioeconomic advantages may include increased levels of achievement, greater employment
opportunities as adults and higher income potential.

e Socio-emotional advantages may include increased self-esteem and sense of identity.

What does brain research tell us about early bilingualism and language development?

o Bilingual children develop a separate set of neural pathways for each language while monolin-
gual children develop only one set of neural pathways for language. The activation of additional
neural pathways in the brain has the potential to influence the way children learn and represent
information.

Can exposure to a second language hinder my child’s development of the first language?

The development of a second language does not interfere with the development of the native language and
does not cause confusion for children. Children exposed to two languages early on show similar levels of
language development in their first language as monolingual children. Children in the early stages of bilin-
gual language acquisition learn how to use each language differently and appropriately.

What is the best way to expose young children to a second language?

Language develops through everyday social interactions for meaningful purposes. The most natural way for
young children to learn a second language is through everyday routine social interaction, such as those that
happen everyday in the classroom. By having one adult in the classroom that will always speak in Spanish,
the children will have consistent and routine opportunities to engage in meaningful social interactions
through Spanish.

How is second language exposure related to the Montessori Philosophy?

Many of the core principles of the Montessori approach are specifically aimed at helping children develop
an enhanced sense of ‘executive function’. Positive effects on executive function is evident both through ex-
posure to Montessori education and bilingualism. Moreover, an assumption in the Montessori approach to
learning is that learning is optimal in meaningful situations. Including a second language into the everyday
routine activities is the most effective way to introduce young children to a second language. Attending seg-
mented second language classes or workshops removes language learning from meaningful and authentic
social interactions.

Select references appear on page 7.




Select references

Bialystok, E. (2007). Acquisition of literacy in bilingual children: A framework of research. Lan-
guage Learning, 57, 45 —177.

Bialystok, E. (1999). Cognitive complexity and attentional control in the bilingual mind. Child De-
velopment, 70, 636—644.

Bialystok, E., Craik, F. I. M., Klein, R., & Viswanathan, M. (2004). Bilingualism, aging,
and cognitive control: Evidence from the Simon task. Psychology and Aging, 19, 290-303.

Bialystok, E, & Hakuta, K. (1994). In Other Words: The Science and Psychology of second lan-
guage
Acquisition. New York: Basic Books.

Bialystok E. & Majumder, S. (1998). The relationship between bilingualism and the development of
cognitive processes in problem solving. Applied Psycholinguistics, 19(1):69-85.

Carlson, S. M. & Meltzoff, A. N. (2008). Bilingual experience and executive function of young chil-
dren. Developmental Science, 11(2), 282 —298.

Charmian, K. (2007). Childhood bilingualism: Research on infancy through school age. Literacy, 41
(2), 110-111.

Garcia, E. (1986). Bilingual development and the education of bilingual children during early child-
hood. American Journal of Education, 95,96 — 121.

Genesee, F. (1989). Early bilingual development: One language or two? Journal of Child Lan-
guage, 16(1):161-179.

Goto Butler, Y. & Hakuta, K. (2004). Bilingualism and second language acquisition. In T. Bhatia
& W. Ritchie (eds.), Handbook of bilingualism. (pp. 114-145). Blackwell Publishers.

Ibrahim, R. (2009). Selective deficit of second language: a case study of a brain-damaged Arabic-
Hebrew bilingual patient. Behavioral and Brain Functions: 17.

Lillard, A. (2005). Montessori: The Science Behind the Practice. Oxford University Pres.
Lillard, A. (2006). The early years: Evaluating Montessori education. Science, 29, 1893 — 1894.

Mechelli, A., Crinion, J. T., Noppeney, U., O’Doherty, J., Ashburner, J., Frackowiak, R. S., & Price
C. J. (2004). Neurolinguistics: Structural plasticity in the bilingual brain. Nature, 431, 757.

Tabors, P. O. (2008). One Child, Two Languages: A Guide for Early Childhood Educators of Chil-
dren Learning English as a Second Language. Baltimore, MD: Brookes Publishing.

Yoshida, H. (2008). The cognitive benefits of early bilingualism. Zero to Three Journal, pp. 26 —
30.




	SFMS-Parents’ Association News



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



